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The American Elsewhere: Adventure and Manliness in the Age of Expansion.
By Jimmy L. Bryan Jr. (Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2017. Pp.
x, 393. $39.95 cloth).

In The American Elsewhere: Adventure and Manliness in the Age of Expan-
sion, Jimmy L. Bryan Jr. reexamines the written texts left by adventurers
and explorers during the nineteenth century. In contrast to previous
historians, who have often written about the actions of these men while
ignoring their words, Bryan engages with their writings in a serious
fashion to uncover the myriad ways they contributed to the emerging
literary marketplace by refashioning traditional genres. In doing so,
Bryan uncovers that these men not only left an imprint on the growth
of the United States, as they paved the way for the territorial expansion
of the mid-nineteenth century, but that they also “took the old charts
and remapped the topographies of American manliness” (p. 14). The
frontiersmen emerge in these pages as canny manipulators of language,
who self-consciously created stories to appeal and entice a larger public.
The American Elsewhere thus demonstrates that masculinity, romanticism,
and adventurism were malleable constructs that were consciously negoti-
ated and remade over the course of the nineteenth century to prepare
the way for the growth of the American empire.

Bryan’s work is organized thematically, although early chapters
have a chronological bent to them. His opening chapter, entitled “The
Adventurous Impulse,” examines how frontiersmen reconstructed the
idea of adventure itself. As Bryan writes: “Working within imprecise
definitions and nebulous parameters, [Rev. Timothy] Flint and his
contemporaries reconfigured the terms ‘adventure’ and ‘adventurer’
from the crass and derogatory into the enticing and flattering” (p. 18).
Bryan’s ensuing chapter builds upon this insight by examining how
frontiersmen sought to market this new idea of adventurism to the
American public. Bryan’s key insight here is his poignant reminder that
“adventurers read avidly” and thus were well aware of both the expecta-
tions and demands of the reading public (p. 69). Subsequent chapters
interrogate the frontiersmen’s appearance and self-fashioning, the
interweaving of sexual desire and sentimentalism, the redefining of
masculinity through companionship, and the reimagining of romanti-
cism on the American frontier.

Bryan’s argument is forceful, persuasive, and buttressed by impec-
cable research. His exploration of primary sources is notable, a fact
best exemplified by the more than 125 names listed in his bibliography
under published primary sources. His use of primary sources allows him
to base his conclusions on a thorough “hacking through” of these texts
(p. 8). Even more remarkable is Bryan’s ability to wade into the seem-
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ingly innumerable secondary literature in fields ranging from romanti-
cism to transcendentalism. To cite one example of this, in his opening
chapter Bryan weaves in arguments from literary scholars, pivots to the
work of environmental historians, and ably discusses the findings of sev-
eral gender historians. In a work such as this, it would have been easy for
Bryan to have simply tackled the subfield of romantic literature without
wading into the murky waters of sentimentalism, travel literature, and lit-
erary theory. Yet this work brings these fields together to create a work of
lasting importance. Scholars interested in understanding how changing
ideas of masculinity contributed to the expansion of the United States
from 1815 to 1848 should read Bryan’s book. Furthermore, historians
who want to see how the fresh examination of seemingly trite literary
texts can lead to exciting new insight should also read this scholarship.

DANIEL J. BURGE currently works as an instructor in his-
tory at the University of Alabama. He studies opposition
to the ideology of manifest destiny from 1848 to 1872 and
has been published in the Western Historical Quarterly and
the Alabama Review.

Depredation and Deceit: The Making of the Jicarilla and Ute Wars in New
Mexico. By Gregory F. Michno. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
2017. Pp. x, 326. $32.95 cloth)

Violent conflict between American settlers and Indigenous peoples
is a subject with a long historiography. Gregory Michno’s Depredation
and Deceit adds to that field by arguing that American indemnification
policy was a primary cause of said conflict, as it provided incentive for
American settlers to defraud the U.S. government at the expense of
Native peoples, which in turn incited further conflict and war. The
Trade and Intercourse Acts, which were primarily passed to maintain
pcace and curb white aggression on Indian lands, contained provisions
that allowed citizens to apply for compensation from the federal gov-
ernment if their property were damaged or stolen by Indian raiders. If
approved, the government would reimburse the claimant, usually by
deducting funds from the annuities owed to tribes that were found at
fault. Additionally, the acts also authorized the military to make arrests
on Indian land. Michno argues that this system encouraged conflict
because it emboldened whites to make fraudulent or exaggerated
claims, in turn prompting military action, which Indigenous peoples
naturally resisted.
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